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Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  City  of  Ripon  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1909. 

I  have  received  and  filled  up  the  usual  returns  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  West  Riding  County  Council,  copies  of  which  are 
annexed  hereto. 

I  have  shown  in  these  returns  the  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  apart 
from  the  rest  of  the  City,  and  also  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  City 
of  persons  not  belonging  thereto.  A  summary  of  these  returns  gives  the 
following  particulars. 

Births. 

During  the  year  1909  the  number  of  Births  registered  was  184,  as 
compared  with  178  in  1908,  of  which  107  were  Males  and  77  Females,  giving  a 
Birth-rate  of  20'4  per  1000.  The  Birth-rate  for  1908  was  197  per  1000,  so 
that  the  above  rate  for  last  year  shows  a  slight  improvement,  though  it  is  still 
low.  The  Birth-rate  for  the  West  Riding  in  1908  was  267  per  1000,  and  for 
England  and  Wales  26‘4  in  1908,  and  25'6  in  1909.  Of  the  above  Births  10 
were  illegitimate,  as  compared  with  17  in  1908,  and  13  in  1907. 
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Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  City  in  1909  was  126,  as 
compared  with  108  in  1908,  and  124  in  1907  ;  of  these  7  were  persons  non¬ 
resident  in  the  City.  There  were  4  deaths  in  the  County  Asylum  of  persons 
belonging  to  the  City.  Of  the  above  deaths  13  occurred  in  the  Union 
Infirmary,  4  of  which  were  of  non-residents,  7  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  of  which 
1  was  that  of  a  non-resident,  and  2  in  the  Fever  Hospital,  of  which  1  was  also 
that  of  a  non-resident. 

The  above  figures  give  a  corrected  Death-rate  for  the  whole  City  of 
13*5  per  1000,  or  exclusive  of  Public  Institutions  12*2  per  1000. 

The  Death-rate  for  the  whole  City  in  1908  was  11‘3  per  1000,  and  in 
1907  12'8  per  1000,  and  for  the  West  Riding  (exclusive  of  the  County 
Boroughs  of  Leeds,  Bradford,  Halifax  and  Huddersfield),  for  the  year  1908 
was  15*2,  and  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  15'2  per  1000  in  1908,  and 
14'5  in  1909.  The  Death-rate  for  1909  is  slightly  higher  than  that  for  1908 
and  1907,  which  were  the  lowest  on  record,  but  is  lower  than  that  of  any 
previous  year  and  is  not  by  any  means  a  high  rate. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

During  the  year  1909  there  have  been  15  deaths  registered  of  Infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a  rate  of  81 ' 1  per  1000  of  the  Birth-rate,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  73’03  per  1000  in  1908,  and  94‘7  per  1000  in  1907.  In  the  West 
Riding  the  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  for  1908  was  132  per  1000,  and  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  it  was  109  per  1000  in  1909.  Though  a  trifle 
higher  than  the  rate  for  1908,  the  above  is  a  very  satisfactory  record,  being 
considerably  below  the  average  of  previous  years,  and  is  one  that  should  afford 
the  utmost  satisfaction  to  the  Sanitary  Authority,  pointing  as  it  does  to  a  better 
knowledge  as  to  the  rearing  of  Infants  and  to  a  more  sanitary  condition  of  the 
dwellings  of  the  working  classes. 

Mortality  at  Groups  of  Ages. 

Under  1  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

From  1  —  5  years  ....  ....  ....  5 

„  5—15  „  ....  ....  ....  4 

„  15  —  25  „  ....  ....  ....  6 

„  25  —  65  „  ....  ....  ....  44 

,,  65  and  upwards  ....  ....  ....  49 

Total  123 

In  the  above  table  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  deaths  in 
children  from  1  to  5  years  of  age  was  small,  viz. : — 5.  In  the  year  1908  the 
number  was  8,  and  doubtless  the  low  rate  of  Mortality  in  this  group  of  ages, 
and  also  the  low  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality,  was  partly  due  to  climatic  con- 
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ditions  in  1909,  as  in  the  preceding  year,  and  also  in  part  owing  to  the  steady 
abolition  of  the  insanitary  privy-middens  throughout  the  City  of  late  years,  and 
the  substitution  of  sanitary  dust-bins,  in  hot  dry  seasons  decomposition  of 
food  takes  place  rapidly  and  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  are  con¬ 
sequently  prevalent  among  young  children,  the  common  house  fly  also  at  such 
times  breeding  in  large  numbers  in  middens  and  ashpits,  and  being  a  fertile 
source  for  spreading  such  complaints  Whereas  in  cold  wet  seasons,  such  as 
the  summers  of  1908  and  1909  these  dangers  are  not  so  much  in  evidence,  and 
consequently  the  above  diseases  are  more  or  less  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 
There  was  only  one  death  from  Enteritis  and  one  from  Gastritis  recorded  in 
1909. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

There  were  6  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  in  1909,  viz.  :  3  from 

Whooping  Cough,  1  from  Influenza,  1  from  Diphtheria,  and  1  from  Enteritis. 
This  gives  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  ‘6  per  1000  as  compared  with  '5  per  1000 
in  1908.  The  Zymotic  Death-rate  for  the  West  Riding  in  1908  was  1'5  per 
1000,  and  1‘12  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  1909. 

Other  Diseases. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  13  deaths  from  Phthisis,  3  from 
other  forms  of  Tubercular  Disease,  12  from  Bronchitis,  11  from  Pneumonia, 
12  from  Heart  Disease,  9  from  Malignant  Disease,  2  from  Premature  Birth, 
3  from  Accidents,  8  from  Apoplexy,  16  from  Senile  Decay,  and  the  rest  from 
various  causes. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

There  have  been  18  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  to  me  during 
the  past  year,  viz.  :  8  of  Scarlet  Fever,  4  of  Diphtheria,  5  of  Erysipelas,  and 

1  of  Enteric  Fever.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  all  four  quarters 
of  the  year,  and  some  of  those  affected  were  adults  who  had  evidently  con¬ 
tracted  the  complaint  away  from  home.  In  one  case  of  a  child  I  was  able  to 
trace  the  cause  of  the  infection  to  a  visit  to  a  town  where  Scarlet  Fever  was 
rife.  In  one  case  of  Diphtheria  I  found  some  sanitary  defects  in  the  adjoining 
Cottage  property  which  were  at  once  remedied.  In  the  other  cases  I  was 
unable  to  trace  the  cause  of  infection.  In  the  case  of  Enteric  Fever  the 
disease  was  probably  contracted  away  from  home. 

During  last  year  32  specimens  were  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 
examination,  viz.  :  4  Serum  Analysis  for  Enteric  Fever,  6  Sputum  Examina¬ 

tion  for  Tuberculosis,  and  21  Examinations  for  Diphtheria,  and  1  Examination 
of  a  Tumour. 
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Sanitary  Work. 

Several  Sanitary  Improvements  have  been  executed  in  various  parts  of 
the  City,  including  the  provision  of  better  drainage  to  many  houses,  the  substi¬ 
tution  of  Water  Closets  or  Pan  Closets  and  Sanitary  Dust  Bins  in  place  of 
several  old  ashpits  and  privies ;  and  the  Corporation  have  also  relaid  certain 
sewers  which  were  found  to  be  defective.  Particulars  of  all  these  improvements, 
together  with  other  minor  ones,  have  been  brought  before  the  Committee’s 
notice  in  the  periodical  reports. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

Only  one  breach  of  the  Act  was  brought  to  my  noti  '  in  1909,  viz. : 
in  the  case  of  a  Workshop  where  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  was 
provided  for  the  workpeople,  the  lumber  of  hands  employed  having  of  late 
years  increased.  Upon  the  deficiency  being  pointed  out  to  the  owners 
sufficient  accommodation  was  at  once  provided.  In  all  the  other  Workshops 
of  the  City  the  requirements  of  the  Act  are  complied  with. 

In  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I  have  during  the  year  visited 
and  inspected  the  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  City  and  found  them,  on 
the  whole,  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  I  have  also  inspected  the  various 
Schools  throughout  the  Urban  District,  at  regular  intervals,  and  in  all  of  them 
I  found  the  premises  and  sanitary  accommodation  perfectly  satisfactory. 

I  have  also  visited  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  the  various  Cowsheds 
and  Dairies  throughout  the  City  and  found  them  all,  on  the  whole,  in  a  more 
cleanly  and  sanitary  condition  than  they  were  a  few  years  since  — but  in  order 
to  place  the  Milk  Supply  of  the  City  upon  a  satisfactory  footing,  it  is  not  enough 
to  inspect  and  supervise  the  Cowsheds  within  the  City  area,  as  half  the  milk 
sold  in  the  City  is  supplied  from  Dairy  Farms  outside  the  Urban  District, 
over  which  the  local  Sanitary  Authority  has  no  right  of  inspection  or  supervision. 
The  question  of  a  pure  and  cleanly  milk  supply  is  one  which  has  been  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  higher  Sanitary  Authorities  for  some  time  past,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  in  time  the  inspection  of  all  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  will  be 
compulsory,  and  also  the  veterinary  inspection  of  all  dairy  cows,  to  ensure  that 
they  are  kept  in  a  fit  state  of  health  and  cleanliness.  Until  this  is  done,  and 
a  more  or  less  uniform  standard  insisted  upon  throughout  the  country,  the 
purity  of  the  milk  supply,  v/hich  is  of  such  vast  importance  to  the  younger 
generation,  cannot  be  considered  to  be  established  on  a  satisfactory  basis. 

I  have  also  visited  and  inspected  the  various  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
City.  Some  of  these  are  modern  and  quite  up-to-date,  others  are  old  and  too 
near  dwelling  houses,  and  in  the  cases  of  Slaughter  Houses  which  are  used  by 
several  butchers,  it  is  difficult  to  ensure  that  they  are  kept  in  a  proper  state  of 
cleanliness. 
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There  are  12  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  City,  and  they  are  visited 
regularly  at  times  of  slaughtering  by  a  duly  qualified  Veterinary  Inspector. 
During  the  past  year  none  of  the  carcases  or  part  of  carcases  have  been  found 
to  be  tuberculous,  but  the  provision  of  a  Public  Slaughter  House  would  make 
the  task  of  meat  inspection  an  easier  matter  than  it  is  in  Slaughter  Houses 
scattered  throughout  the  City,  and  also  do  away  with  the  difficulty  of  ensuring 
absolute  cleanliness  such  as  I  have  alluded  to  above. 

I  have  attended  the  Meetings  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  have, 
when  required,  given  advice  on  matters  affecting  the  public  health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  GREEN, 

To  the  Sanitary  Committee.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CITY 


OF  RIPON. 


Population  ....)  Males  ....  ..  ...  3708 

(1901)  ...•}  Females  ....  ....  ....  4522 

Inhabited  Houses  (1901) 

Uninhabited  ,,  „  98  used  as  Warehouses,  165  uninhabited 

Houses  Building 

Area  in  Statute  Acres  .... 

Persons  to  an  Acre 


8230 

1854 

263 

11 

1792 

4'6 


Total  Deaths  for  1909  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  126 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Total  Death-rate  per  1000  ....  ....  ....  ....  13-5 

Births:  107  Males,  77  Females  ....  ....  ....  ....  184 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Death-rate 
exclusive 
of  Public 
Institutions. 

Total 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  from 
Zymotic 
Disease 

Deaths  under 
one  year. 

Deaths  ovt 
sixty-five 
years. 

1878 

223 

25 

170 

21 '3 

24-9 

31 

36 

58 

1879 

242 

20 

180 

23‘5 

26-4 

12 

38 

60 

1880 

222 

18 

163 

2P3 

23’9 

12 

39 

55 

1881 

219 

13 

131 

I6d 

179 

9 

23 

52 

1882 

229 

18 

137 

161 

18-3 

6 

27 

54 

1883 

217 

26 

136 

14-6 

187 

6 

23 

51 

1884 

243 

18 

147 

17-1 

19'4 

4 

35 

55 

1885 

200 

14 

118 

137 

15-5 

9 

11 

55 

1886 

227 

12 

157 

19-1 

207 

21 

29 

66 

1887 

229 

16 

166 

196 

217 

8 

37 

62 

1888 

223 

16 

145 

16-8 

18’9 

21 

38 

39 

1889 

232 

20 

143 

16 

187 

9 

22 

57 

1890 

207 

18 

129 

15*3 

17-1 

10 

25 

52 

1891 

178 

16 

154 

18‘5 

20’5 

4 

26 

66 

1892 

189 

26 

176 

19-5 

23 

6 

22 

81 

1893 

184 

14 

166 

20 

227 

26 

25 

57 

1894 

186 

13 

140 

17 

18'5 

6 

31 

50 

1895 

208 

8 

122 

15 

167 

8 

25 

43 

1896 

196 

16 

132 

15*2 

17-4 

17 

25 

60 

1897 

187 

14 

117 

13-5 

15-3 

3 

14 

60 

1898 

192 

16 

148 

17-2 

19'3 

11 

26 

68 

1899 

194 

16 

135 

14 

14-4 

12 

34 

44 

1900 

177 

18 

146 

14-2 

157 

9 

20 

64 

1901 

204 

16 

143 

16‘5 

17-3 

9 

21 

50 

1902 

164 

14 

124 

1309 

14-5 

5 

22 

42 

1903 

198 

27 

145 

13-8 

16  1 

5 

18 

45 

1904 

172 

24 

126 

12'3 

14-8 

8 

21 

38 

1905 

189 

17 

139 

13  9 

15-4 

8 

34 

48 

1906 

174 

21 

147 

14-2 

158 

18 

26 

53 

1907 

190 

23 

124 

11-4 

128 

9 

18 

46 

1908 

178 

19 

108 

97 

11-3 

5 

13 

51 

1909 

184 

22 

126 

12-2 

13'5 

6 

15 

49 

